
 

 

From the President 
The museum has been proceeding with a number 
of its projects.  
 

Our 1887 cottage has had its weather boards and 
roof repaired, and is now receiving a primer-seal 
in preparation for its first paint in over 100 years. 
Its colour will be its original colour when 
constructed. 
 

Thanks to our 100 Club fund raiser, and generous 
donations from the Community Markets and 
OBTA, the museum now has funds to connect 
electricity to the new shed and to print the forest 
and timber history panels now on display. 
Connection to electricity will allow audio visual 
displays and videos to be part of the Forest and 
Timber display currently being assembled.  
Our volunteers, who include the ‘Rusty Restorers,’ 
recently received a grant of $5000 from the 
Strengthening Communities program to assist the 
purchase of items that will make volunteering 
easier. As a consequence the museum will be 
purchasing tools and electrical equipment that will 
help restoration of items for display and the 
maintenance of the Museum grounds. 
 

Members will probably be aware that there has 
been some ‘goings on’ behind the scenes at the 
museum that the committee has being trying to 
resolve quietly. I now feel obliged to keep you up  
to date. 

 

When the new museum committee took over in 
2019 most of the outside machinery and items 
were not recorded in the museum’s Register. 
Recording these and their provenance became a 
high priority. From various records, newspaper 
article and minutes it was evident that many of 
these items had been donated to the museum. 
However many also had been acquired by Ray 
McMahon and, in his words, were ‘on loan’ to the 
museum. The McMahons have decided to retrieve 
their items and remove them from the museum. 
This necessitated a process of determining who 
owned what. A signed agreement was reached that 
identified the ownership of all major items paving 
the way for the removal of agreed McMahon 
items. The agreement has also obligated both 
parties to cooperate in a spirit of goodwill. 
Despite the agreement, further ambit claims of 
ownership are being made for items at the 
museum. The Committee has decided nothing 
more will leave the museum without appropriate 
evidence. Legal assistance has been obtained to 
ensure the community’s assets at the museum are 
protected.  It is unfortunate that it should come to 
this but the committee is working to ensure proper 
processes are followed in determining the 
museums assets, so Oberon can have a viable 
museum displaying our local history. Had these 
processes been better implemented in the past this 
would have prevented today’s issues. 
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As we enter a new financial year it is membership 
renewal time. I hope you will see membership of the 
Museum as an opportunity to support the efforts of 
our committee and volunteers to preserve and 
display our local history in an interesting and 
educational way. 
 

The museum is hoping people with an interest in our 
local history or people just wanting to be part of a 
vibrant new organisation about to spread its wings, 
will join and volunteer some time to keep this 
attraction open.  
      Col Roberts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Membership Renewals 
Membership fees for the 2021-2022 financial year 
are now due.  Please consider this as your renewal 
notice. 
 
You can pay your $10  
• in person, by dropping in to the museum during 

opening hours (Sundays 10.30am - 4.00pm or the 
1st Saturday of the month 10.00am - 2.00pm); or  

• by posting it, with your name, to The Secretary, 
Oberon District Museum, P.O. Box 239, Oberon 
2787;  or 

• by Direct Deposit to  Oberon District Museum, 
BSB 062 632, Account Number 00901068. Make 
sure you include your name. 

 
What’s happening during heightened Covid-19 
times 
This is the state of play at time of writing: 
Working bees (2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month) 
and the Rusty Restorers are still happening with 
masks, but during the Sydney lockdown the 
Museum opening on Sundays will be restricted to 
10.30 -12.00 
 
 
Come along for a visit. We’d love to see you at 
the museum! 
 

Museum volunteers begin work priming 
the cottage 

A pot scrubber on loan from David Simmons 

Erard Piano donated by Joy Colley 

A floor rug, hand braided from old skirts.  
Donated by Amy Walther  

A painting, by E Cunynghame, of the cottage in 
its original  position. Some items in the cottage 


