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The Rusty Restorers’ recent project
From the President
I have good news to report to members for this
newsletter. Last week Andrew Gees Office
informed us that the Oberon Museum had been
successful in obtaining funding for its Machinery
Shed and Accessible Entrance. The funding is
coming from Oberon Council’s allocation under
the Black Summer Bushfires Resilience Grants.
The machinery shed has been our highest priority
for two years now and we will at last be able to
get vulnerable machinery undercover. In addition,
the funding will provide a new entrance and
reception area to the Muir Pavilion. This annex
will also provide a small meal and meeting area
for volunteers.
The Forest and Timber Display is nearing
completion and is now open to the public. We are
waiting for the Borg Panels display to be installed
before we officially launch this facility.
Oberon Council’s 356 grant to the museum to
gravel roads and a pathway to the Cottage has
been completed; the result is a big improvement
and will allow our Hornsby and Sons steam engine
to assume a new location.
The smile on Gary Claytons face will also tell us
that the museum has been able to purchase its ride
on mower from money made available to assist
volunteers. Andrew Gee assisted the museum to
obtain this grant.
Solar panels and heating have now been installed
in the museum. The latter has been a long needed

improvement for chilly winter weekends on duty.
All of the above activity is making a huge
improvement to the museum; however the next 12
months will be a very busy time as the two major
projects get underway. Exciting times indeed for
our little museum!
Col Roberts

Forest and Timber Display goes audio visual
Recently four audio visual touch screens were
installed in the Forest and Timber building. Two
of these have been installed by NSW Forestry
Corporation, and contain some short professional
videos associated with the Forestry Corporations
activities. These are recent productions and are
easy to watch and educational.
The Museum has also installed two touch screens,
one displays the video made with Mangan
Harvesting and Haulage which shows mechanical

harvesting of plantation in Gurnang State Forest.
This is a great video made locally, which captures
the size and involvement of the Mangan family
business.
The other screen contains a themed collection of
historic photos associated mainly with the forestry
activities in the Oberon area. If you don’t like
reading check out this collection of videos!

New pamphlet for the museum
By the time you read this the museum’s new
foldout pamphlet should be available around town.
We hope it will attract visitors and locals alike, and
we are grateful to Council for printing multiple
copies at a reasonable price. A copy is attached to
this email.

New gravel footpaths
Only recently completed, these footpaths, and
newly surfaced driveway, make a huge difference
to the appearance of the museum grounds. A big
thank you to Neil Hargraves for his personal
assistance on this project, giving up his Saturday to
deliver the gravel, and to Bart Fitzpatrick who did
an excellent job carrying the project to completion.

Garden bed comes to life!
Some time back a few of the Tuesday morning
working bee volunteers tackled a rather sad looking
garden near the entrance to the museum grounds.
Happily the conditions have been favourable and
the gardeners’ efforts rewarded with this lovely
display. And not a snake in sight!

Steam engine on the move!
Another working bee achievement was the recent
change of position for the steam engine. With his
trusty ute Time Arnison cleverly manoeuvred this
large piece of machinery to its new “home” just
outside the Forest and Timber shed - it will make a
fitting inclusion in this display. Yet another project
for the Rusty Restorers who intend to clean it up
and paint it!

Call in to the museum for a visit - there’s been a
lot happening!

