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From the President
Our proposed new developments have to occur in
logical steps and we seem to spend a lot of time
waiting between steps, never-the-less we have
progress to report on a number of fronts.
Recently the museum installed interpretive
signage on a number of outside exhibits. These
were designed and built by Mark’s Signage and
add significantly to the story behind each
historical item.
CHART funding for the signs also enabled the
museum to purchase a laptop. This computer will
allow us to archive our museum records and all
our images in a digital form.

Also completed in late June was our upgraded
toilet block. What a pleasure to now have a
modern facility that can cater for all of our
visitors.
Our thanks go to Hamish and Don for picking up
display cases from the MAAS Powerhouse
Museum. These were surplus to their requirements
and kindly made available to small needy
museums.
The museum had a bus load of senior visitors last
week, a number were from Oberon and the
museum obviously brought back many memories
for them. It was pleasure to be able to share these
memories with them.
The Forest and Timber display continues to be
well received. We are still waiting to finalise the

Borg Panels display and set an official launch
date.
One of the decisions the museum has made
recently is to increase annual membership from
$10 to $15. We hope readers will understand and
continue to support the museum by becoming a
member or renewing membership. Renewal
information is available in this newsletter.
See you at the Museum where you can now stay
warm thanks to modern technology!
Col Roberts
New Toilet Block
It was a condition of further development at the
museum that we provide an ‘Accessible Toilet’.
This has been achieved with the help of Bushfire
Round 2 Funding, builder Brett Moore and
plumber Peter Byrom. The old toilet block built in
the 1990s is now a modern single Unisex toilet
block meeting Australian Accessible standard. “A
thing of beauty, and a joy forever!”

the help of Nick Wills we were able to find
replacement tyres. With the tyres fitted the crane
looks 100 percent, ready for a move and
interpretation.

Babcock Cottage
It’s been a “long haul” but most of the repairs and
restoration of the cottage are complete - together
with a new paint job which returns the cottage to
its original colour.
The outdoor sign retells some of its history and
includes photos of its move to the museum.
Donations from the Powerhouse Museum
The Sydney powerhouse museum has made three
acrylic covered display stands available to the
Oberon District Museum. These display stands are
in excellent condition and are perfect for displaying
items that need protection from dust and handling.
Our thanks go to the Museum of Applied Arts and
Sciences (MAAS), as they add significantly to our
museum displays.
Hamish & Tim restoring a
grinding stone

Recent projects from the Rusty Restorers
The Rusty Restorers have been somewhat
restricted in their activities by poor weather for the
last month or so and not a lot of progress has been
made. Painting of the Steam engine has been
stopped until warmer weather, so the crew has been
working on the Hay Steamer.
This rare implement is one of our oldest, and was
in very poor condition. It is now roughly back to its
original shape ready for protection and another 100
years.
Another item with a face lift is the Taylor and Sons
Jumbo Crane which was used to load mining
timber onto the train at Oberon station. The tyres of
this crane had completely disintegrated and with

Membership Renewals
Membership fees for the 2022-2023 financial year
are now due. Please consider this as your renewal
notice.
You can pay your $15
• in person, by dropping in to the museum during
opening hours (Saturdays, Sundays and
Wednesdays 10.30am - 12.30pm; or
• by posting it, with your name, to The Secretary,
Oberon District Museum, P.O. Box 239, Oberon
2787; or
• by Direct Deposit to Oberon District Museum,
BSB 062 632, Account Number 00901068.
Make sure you include your name.
New membership application forms are available
from the museum itself, from the Secretary, or
from our website, but you do not need to complete
one of these for renewals.
Donations
The museum is always happy to accept donations!
If you would like to make an extra financial
contribution please use one of the methods outlined
above.

